The George Sand~

that they can go to bed at nine o'clock. After that we chatter,
and sup at midnight. But the diligence gets here at the earliest
at half past six, and we should not dine till seven o'clock, which
would make impossible the great joy of our little ones who
would be kept up too late. So you must start Thursday 23d
at nine o'clock in the morning, so that everyone may be per-
fectly comfortable, so that everyone may have time to embrace
everyone else, and so that no one may be interrupted in the
joy of your arrival on account of the imperious and silly
darlings.

You must stay with us a very long time, a very long time,
we shall have some more follies for New Year's day, and for
Twelfth Night. This is a crazy happy house and it is the time
of holiday after work. I am finishing tonight my year's task.
Seeing you, dear old well-beloved friend, would be my recom-
pense: do not refuse me.

G. Sand

Plauchut is hunting today with the prince, and perhaps will
not return till Tuesday. I am writing him to wait for you
till Thursday, you will be less bored on the way. I have just
written to Girardin to complain.

CXLIIL    To GUSTAVE FLAUBERT

31 December, 1869

We hoped to have a word from you this morning. This
sudden cold is so severe, I dreaded it for your trip. We know
you got to Chateauroux all right. But did you find a com-
partment, and didn't you suffer on the way? Reassure us.

We were so happy to have you with us that we should be
distressed if you had to suffer for this winter escapade. All
goes well here and all of us adore one another. It is New
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